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Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed guests, and distinguished colleagues

If the majority of Africans is already under 30 years of age and will continue to be so for a
significant part of this century, how then can they continue to be considered as a minority,
peripheral, or marginalised group? This fundamental question and observation set the stage for
our discussions today—a crucial exploration into connecting knowledge production to decision-
making for shaping and realizing Africa's long-term transformation.

As we gather here, | invite you to consider Ghana as a lens through which we can better understand
the demographic, geopolitical, and economic challenges that, albeit not the same, are reflected
across different parts of Africa. Ghana’s experiences, struggles, and triumphs mirror those of many
African nations, offering us valuable insights into the complex tapestry of our shared challenges
and aspirations. In the face of a rapidly changing continent and world, we find ourselves at a
crossroads, compelled to rethink the question of sustainable development and how best to navigate
ever more complex national, regional, and global challenges. Political leadership thus emerges as
an indispensable force in crafting effective solutions that are best placed to meet the current and
future needs of our vibrant and resilient peoples. The need for visionary leaders who can navigate
the complexities of our time and drive transformative change is more pressing than ever.

The demographic question looms large, demanding our attention and a radical shift in perspective.
If the majority of Africans will continue to shape the destiny of this continent throughout the
century, we must challenge the notion of our people being a marginalized minority. Instead, our
people are active architects of our shared destiny. We must therefore confront this reality as an
opportunity—a demographic dividend that, if strategically harnessed, can propel Africa to
unprecedented heights. Recognizing this, we must rethink Africa's development in a manner that
is responsive to our dynamic population. Our success thus lies in embracing a developmental
paradigm that engages with the vibrant energy and ideas that emanate from our people.




Indeed, the African Union's Agenda 2063 stands as a beacon, offering an excellent vision and
serving as a compass pointing toward a brighter, integrated, prosperous, and peaceful Africa
driven by its citizens. However, for this vision to materialize, we must craft a versatile road plan
that resonates and responds effectively to the needs of our diverse member states. A vision without
a well-crafted and dynamic roadmap is like a ship without a navigational system—adrift in the sea
of uncertainties. The current evolving landscape requires us to continuously adapt and refine our
strategies, ensuring that our goals remain within reach despite the shifting tides across national,
regional, continental, and global scales.

In an era marked by increasing complexity and rapid change, Africa finds itself at a pivotal
juncture. Now, perhaps more than ever, we must strengthen our capacity to produce, harness, and
absorb knowledge crafted by Africans for Africans. We must also bridge the gap between
knowledge production and decision-making to ensure that our strategies are not only visionary but
also deeply rooted in the realities of each nation and region. This is not merely an option but a
necessity. Solidarity and self-determination therefore become guiding principles, reminding us to
ground our aspirations in the unique context of our various nations while maintaining a shared
commitment to continental unity and prosperity.

Crafting context-specific, fit-for-purpose responses to the challenges we face necessitates the
development of a robust knowledge production infrastructure. While common challenges bind us
as Africans, it is equally true that the manifestations of these challenges, the knowledge gained,
and the responses crafted will vary across different regions. To meet this demand, we must develop
knowledge structures and capacities that can capture and reflect these complexities, transforming
the nature and application of knowledge platforms. Developing knowledge structures and
capacities that capture and reflect these complexities can transform the nature and application of
our knowledge platforms. It is through this nuanced understanding that we can craft solutions that
are not only effective but also sustainable and contextually relevant.

We must therefore cultivate a deep understanding of the diverse realities across the continent to
build responsive frameworks that align with the current and future aspirations of our people, as
outlined in the African Union Agenda 2063. The importance of this endeavor cannot be overstated,
for it is through robust knowledge ecosystems that we will navigate the intricate tapestry of current
and emerging complexities.

In further linking the demographic question with knowledge production and Africa’s
development, it is essential to recognize the transformative potential embedded within the youth
bulge that characterizes Africa's population. The majority being young people presents us with an
unprecedented opportunity to harness their energy, innovation, and creativity for sustainable
development. However, this demographic advantage can only be realized through strategic
investments in poverty eradication, education, infrastructure, skills development, and job creation.

Ghana, as a microcosm of the larger African narrative, grapples with the challenges of ensuring
that its youth are equipped with the tools necessary to drive progress. Political leaders and
policymakers must prioritize education systems that not only provide basic literacy but also foster
critical thinking, problem-solving, and technological proficiency. The fifth industrial revolution is
upon us, and Africa must position itself to not only adapt but lead in this era of rapid technological
advancement and building of endogenous capacity.




Geopolitical dynamics add another layer of complexity to the African development narrative. The
continent's rich tapestry comprises diverse cultures, languages, and historical trajectories. As we
contemplate connecting knowledge production to decision-making, we must recognize the
importance of embracing this diversity. A one-size-fits-all approach will not suffice; instead, we
must cultivate an inclusive environment that values and incorporates the varied perspectives
emanating from different corners of our continent.

Moreover, we should take advantage of Africa’s membership in key forums including the G21
and BRICs, opportunities that provide multiple avenues to strengthen the implementation of the
AU Agenda 2063, foster cooperation on international development, and contribute to solving some
of the greatest global challenges. In doing so, Africa will be in a position to better define its place
in this changing world and harness its capacity to meet its current and future aspirations. Political
leadership, as mentioned earlier, is therefore a linchpin in navigating these geopolitical intricacies.
Leaders must possess a deep understanding of the cultural nuances within their nations and the
broader continent. A collaborative and cooperative approach to regional and continental
challenges is crucial, emphasizing the interconnectedness of our destinies.

Moreover, it is also necessary to leverage current and emerging technological advancements to
enhance the capacity to generate knowledge and inform decision-making to transform Africa. We
must invest in building digital infrastructure, ensuring widespread access to the internet, and
fostering digital literacy. We also need to enhance the capacity to understand and respond to the
disruptions that will inevitably come with emerging and frontier technologies such as artificial
intelligence to advance our sustainable development agenda. Only by equipping our citizens with
the skills to navigate the digital landscape can we harness the full potential of technology for
Africa's long-term transformation. The importance of partnerships therefore cannot be overstated.
Collaboration between governments, the private sector, civil society, and the international
community is essential to drive meaningful change. By pooling resources, expertise, and
innovation, we can amplify our impact and tackle these challenges with a collective strength that
transcends individual capabilities.

In conclusion, as we navigate the complexities of connecting knowledge production to decision-
making for Africa's long-term transformation, let us embrace the opportunity before us. The
demographic, geopolitical, and economic challenges we face are formidable, but they are not
insurmountable. Through visionary leadership, strategic investments in education and technology,
and a commitment to inclusive and dynamic development frameworks, we can chart a course
toward a prosperous and harmonious Africa. The African Union's Agenda 2063 is not just a vision;
it is a call to action. Let us all rise to the occasion.

Thank you, and may our discussions today lead us to innovative and impactful solutions that will

shape the destiny of our beloved continent.




