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Concept Note 
 

Africa National Food Systems Convenors’ Platform: 
Peer exchange on the national dialogues and the development of the Africa Common Position on Food 

Systems 

 

A. Background 

 

The United Nations Secretary-General has called for a Food Systems Summit to be held in 2021 as part of 

the Decade of Action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The Summit aims to 

launch bold new actions to transform the food systems and leverage these shifts to deliver progress across 

all the 17 SDGs. In Africa, the Summit objectives are consistent with the 20 goals of the African Union (AU) 

Agenda 2063 and related sector plans and frameworks including the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) - Malabo, and the Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

agreement, and others.. 

 

As of mid-June, 40 Member States in Africa have heeded the UN Secretary-General’s call for a Food Systems 

Summit and are actively engaged in the Summit process. In this regard, several National, Regional and 

Independent Dialogues are being held across the continent, leading to the pre-Summit in July 2021 and the 

Summit in September 2021 

 

B. Purpose of the National Food Systems Dialogues Convenors’ Seminar 

 

AUDA-NEPAD is supporting National Conveners by providing technical backstopping in the planning and 

rolling out of national dialogues. The  AUDA-NEPAD (developing the content, including technical validation) 

and AUC-DARBE (convening the Member States political endorsement process) are coordinating an Africa 

process to generate the Africa Common Position on Food Systems, based primarily on the outcomes from 

National Dialogues. 

 

Almost all the national Convenors have been engaged directly and the AUDA-NEPAD is supporting the 

National Dialogues processes, tailored to specific national needs. 

 

The purpose of this Platform, bringing all the Africa National Conveners together, is to facilitate (a) peer 

exchange of information and experiences on the processes and approaches in managing the national food 

systems dialogues; (b) share on emerging issues and national priorities in the pursuit of resilient and 

inclusive food systems; (c) Additionally, the platform will afford the Convenors an opportunity to highlight 

issues of regional and continental interest as input to the Africa Common Position Paper. 

 

C. Expected Outcomes 

 

Specifically, the meeting aims to deliver the following outcomes: 

1. Overview of country specific status in rolling out national and sub-national food systems dialogues 
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2. Bring out an understanding and appreciation of national needs and priorities in determining critical 

pathways towards transformation of food systems 

3. Shared understanding of key requirements, associated proceses and procedures and milestones in 

preparations for the pre-Summit and Main Summit 

4. A record of emerging issues of regional and continental interest as input to the Africa Common 

Position on Food Systems 

 

D. Meeting Format 

 

Session 1: Open intervention by National Convenors to share information and experiences 

from their national dialogues 

 

Session 2:  Moderated discussion on merging pathways to transform national food systems 

 

Session 3:   Moderated discussion on emerging issues of regional and continental interest 

 

Session 4:   Synthesis, Next steps, and conclusion 

 

E. Expected Participation: All National convenors and their teams 

 

F. Date/Time and Venue and other logistics 

 

▪ Date/Time: 30th June 2021; 11am to 13.30pm (South Africa time) 

▪ Venue: The meeting will be held virtually – Kindly register on the following link: 

▪ Language: Simultenous interpretation will be available in Arabic, English, French and Portuguese  
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