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H 
on. Raila Odingaôs optimism for Africaôs                   
infrastructure  

Johannesburg, October 29, 2018 - ñAs an Afro-optimist and not pessimist, my 
message to Africans is that Africa needs to tap into its own potential. The number 

one issue that we need to tackle is infrastructure,ò said Honourable Raila Odinga, the High        
Representative for Infrastructure Development in Africa. 
 
Following his recent appointment as High Representative for Infrastructure Development in Africa 
by the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Moussa Faki Mahamat, Hon. Raila Odinga 
of Kenya made an official visit to the NEPAD Agency in Johannesburg, South Africa.  
 
Hon. Odinga visited the NEPAD Agency to discuss his new continental role, particularly as     
champion for the upgrading and modernisation of the missing links of the Trans-African Highways 
Network and the Continental High-Speed Freight Railways Network (C-HSfRN) - two important 
Infrastructure projects of Agenda 2063 ï and its First Ten-Year Implementation Plan. 
 
Hon. Odingaôs work will be in support of strengthening infrastructure projects undertaken by the 
African Union Commission and the NEPAD Agency, within the framework of the Programme for 
Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA). 
 
ñI am absolutely confident that the High Representative is more than capable in assisting the       
continent to tackle its infrastructure challenges, since he has the comparative advantage of being 
technically knowledgeable in this field, and he also has the requisite political backing,ò Dr Ibrahim 
Mayaki, CEO of the NEPAD Agency said in welcoming Hon. Odinga. 
 
 
- continues on the next page 

 
L to R: Honourable Raila Odinga, the High Representative for Infrastructure Development in Africa and Dr Ibrahim 

Mayaki, CEO of the NEPAD Agency 
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G 
ene drive regulatory training 

for West African biosafety 

stakeholders 

Dakar, October 18, 2018 ï It is estimated ǘƘŀǘ олл ǘƻ слл million 

people suffer from malaria each year. Gene Drives for malaria      
control and elimination in Africa will, therefore, go a long way     
towards eradicating the deadly parasite. Gene Drive technology is 
one of the emerging technologies recommended by the African  
Union High Panel on Emerging Technologies (APET). It was   
adopted at the African Union summit as one of the promising tools 
that would help eradicate malaria in Africa by 2030.   
 
NEPAD Agencyôs African Biosafety Network of Expertise (ABNE), in 
partnership with the Donald Danforth Plant Science  Center 
(DDPSC) organised a consultative and training workshop on the 
regulatory aspects of Gene Drive technology, from 16 ï 18         
October in Dakar, Senegal.  
 
This training workshop follows a series of other meetings organised 
by NEPAD Agency and partners to build the capacities of African 
biosafety regulators and key stakeholders on Gene Drive           
technology regulations with a view to implementing and                
operationalising regional platforms for integrated vector                
management in Africa.   
 
The objective of the workshop was to develop a good                      
understanding of the basics of the Gene Drive technology and its 
potential applications in various sectors including health and           
agriculture and to establish a basis for conducting the risk           
assessment for decision making on the use of organisms modified 
with Gene Drive technology. It was also expected that interactions 
between the workshop participants will help build strong             
relationships based on trust and confidence for the establishment of 
functional frameworks for coordinated review of Gene Drive permit 
applications and      collaborative policy development within       
countries and regionally.  
 
During the meeting, experts from NEPAD Agency, DDPSC, and the 
Foundation for the National Institutes of Health (FNIH) shared 
knowledge and experiences on topics relating to the malaria vector 
control in Africa, the basic science of Gene Drive, the introduction to 
the use of malaria modelling to inform policy, risk assessment for 
organisms (plants, animals, insects, and microbes), risk assessment 
for biological control, Gene Drive regulatory and policy background 
in Africa. The presentations were followed by practical case studies 
and exercises that allowed participants to improve their                  
understanding and skills on risk assessment and risk management 
for the review of the Gene Drive applications.  
 
Participants who attended the workshop were mainly national         
biosafety stakeholders from Burkina Faso, Mali and Senegal and 
experts from the West Africa Economic and Monetary Union 

(WAEMU). 

- continued from the previous page 

The former Prime Minister of Kenya, Hon. Odinga also previously 
held the offices of Minister of Energy and Minister of Roads and 
Public Works. In his new continental role, he will pay particular  
focused to the missing links along the transnational highway      
corridors identified as part of the Trans-African Highways Network, 
with a view to facilitating their development and modernisation. 
Hon. Odinga has already been involved in providing input into the 
Lamu Port, South Sudan, Ethiopia Transport Corridor (LAPSSET 
corridor programme), which is Eastern Africaôs largest and most 
ambitious infrastructure project. 
 
ñI believe that African countries should be able to trade freely 
among themselves through the African Continental Free Trade  
Area, and the skies should be open through the Single African Air 
Transport Market,ò Hon. Odinga said. He added that ñFor all this to 
happen, we need to stay focused on the priority infrastructure     
projects and start with the key ones already identified in PIDA, and 
Agenda 2063. Having an integrated approach will help us realise 
quick wins.ò  
 
Dr Mayaki reiterated that the African Union Commission and 
NEPAD Agency are delighted with the appointment of Hon. Odinga 
as the continentôs High Representative for Infrastructure, as well as 
the political will that has been shown.  ñWe are fully committed and 
ready to support you,ò he informed Hon. Odinga. 
 
Going forward, the NEPAD Agency-led Technical Working Group, 
comprising the AUC Department of Infrastructure, foot-print         
Regional Economic Communities and the Member States of the         
missing links corridors, will convene a technical review meeting in 
Sudan on the High Representativeôs work plan for 2019, slated for 
11-13 November 2018, in Khartoum. 
 
To enhance regional integration and trade, two important activities 
to be discussed by the experts, the High Representative and      
Regional Economic Community Executives, will be the proposed 
establishment of a joint corridor coordinating authority for the    
LAPSSET transport corridor.  Deliberations will also focus on     
support for the upgrading of key missing links, for instance, the      
Kalundu Port-Uvira-Luberizi road section (along with the Central        
Corridor), an important 50km road stretch, linking Dar es Salaam 
port and the Great Lakes region, and beyond. 
 

 


