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NEPAD NEWS 
ñThe creation of the        

African Union in 2001     

allowed Africa to speak 

with one voice and find a 

more solid place in the 

concert of nationsò 

- Dr Ibrahim Assane Mayaki               
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A 
frica Week at the 71

st
 United Nations General      

Assembly  

New York -  A NEPAD Agency delegation led by CEO, Dr Ibrahim Mayaki, took part 

in  Africa Week at the тмǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ Nations General Assembly in New York from 10-14 

October. The week was co-organised with the United Nations Office of the Special Advisor on  

Africa (UNOSAA), the United Nations Economic Commission for  Africa (UNECA) and the African 

Union Observer Mission to the UN.  

The annual Africa Week provides an exclusive opportunity to engage and mobilise support from 

the New York-based UN community for NEPAD implementation.  The series of Africa-focused 

events has been beneficial in raising the visibility and knowledge of the NEPAD agenda in New 

York over the years, by creating awareness among the UN and development partner countries and 

regional offices in Africa, on NEPADôs continental agenda.  

The theme for the 2016 Africa Week was ñStrengthening Partnerships for Inclusive              

Sustainable Development, Good Governance, Peace and Stability in Africa.ò  

Dr Mayaki declared that it was timely that this year Africa Week celebrated new partnerships. In 

tracing the formation of partnerships at continental level and stressing the need for Africa to speak 

with one voice to countries like China, Brazil and India, Dr Mayaki stated that, ñThe creation of the 

African Union in 2001 allowed Africa to speak with one voice and find a more solid place in the 

concert of nations.ò   

He concluded that if Africa is to be among  winners, it must learn from its partners and cultivate its 

own industrialisation by taking advantage of its  regional markets.                                                                  

During the formal opening of     

Africa Week, the NEPAD Agency 

CEO raised the importance of the 

new role of the Agency in        

advocating ñintelligent             

partnerships,ò within which all 

stakeholders  and  partners are 

anchored on the principle of        

mutual benefit and shared           

responsibility. 

The NEPAD Agency delegation 

gave a briefing to the United      

Nations Inter-Departmental Task 

Force on African Affairs, together 

with the African Union and the 

African Peer Review Mechanism 

(APRM). -continues on page 2 

Dr Ibrahim Mayaki,  CEO of the NEPAD Agency in New York during Africa 

Week  
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N 
EPAD launches pan-African 
knowledge hub 

Midrand - The NEPAD Agency officially launched a 

learning and knowledge centre, dedicated to conducting 

research and sharing knowledge among African researchers and    

development practitioners.  

The launch of the knowledge centre, dubbed the NEPAD Hive, marks 

an important milestone in realising NEPADôs vision of managing a  

centre of excellence on best African knowledge and development 

practice. 

Africa boasts a wealth of knowledge and intellectual assets            

accumulated from home-grown research, empirical evidence and   

indigenous practice. The effective application of its intellectual capital 

requires that research institutions, the public and private sector as well 

as civil society ï at the continental, regional and national levels ï   

harness and share knowledge on development priorities as embodied 

in Agenda 2063ôs first Ten Year Implementation Plan. 

Housed at the Agencyôs headquarters in Midrand, South Africa, the 

Hive provides a platform for harnessing Africaôs intellectual know-how, 

co-creating and sharing knowledge, and as well providing the African 

population with access to African-owned data, research and            

information services.  

The Hive benefits from a range of knowledge products generated over 

more than a decade from implementation and associated experience 

in development areas such as agriculture, infrastructure, science,  

technology, innovation, gender and good governance. The Hive     

currently contains a vast collection of about 500 titles of hardcopy  

publications, and close to 900 e-publications, including research    

publications, e-books, e-journals, CDs, videos and other print and 

electronic resources.  

Efforts are underway to expand the outreach of the Hive to Regional 

Economic Communities and African Union member states.             

Furthermore, strategic partnerships with relevant knowledge           

institutions are being explored to mirror NEPADôs publications on other 

web-platforms,  as well to leverage other knowledge resources and 

make them more accessible to the African constituency. 

 

 

 

 

The online NEPAD Knowledge Portal can be accessed at:  http://www.nepad.org/

knowledge-portal 

- continued from the previous page   

This was an important platform to brief the United Nations system 

entities on ways to further strengthen institutional partnerships    

between the United Nations system and African regional and sub-

regional organisations, including the African Regional Economic 

Communities, towards ensuring the effective implementation of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063.  

The Africa Week press conference comprised a high level panel 

with H.E Mr Erastus Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of the African 

Union Commission; H.E Amb. Maged Abdelaziz, Office of the    

Special Adviser on Africa; H.E Mr Hamdock, Deputy Executive   

Secretary UNECA; Mr Eddie Maloka, APRM CEO and Dr Mayaki.  

The key event during Africa Week was the Continental Business 

Network (CBN) high level dialogue on ñde-riskingò Africa. The       

platform served as an opportunity to leverage support by strategic 

partnerships that the NEPAD Agency has developed with financial 

institutions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the meeting, Dr Mayaki stated that an increase in regional 

and domestic infrastructure projects needed a bottom up approach 

in developing regional master plans, and suggested that the best    

example is Agenda 2063 and its consultative process.  

Dr Mayaki added that it is essential for Africa as an óemergingô      

continent on the rise to unify efforts amongst all parties to identify 

and implement innovative ways to de-risk African domestic and  

regional infrastructure projects and mobilise long-term institutional 

investment.  

www.nepad.org 

Proceedings  during Africa Week 

Mr Symerre Grey-Johnson, Head of NEPADôs Regional Integration,          

Infrastructure and Trade Programme, presenting CBN-PIDA in New York  

It is essential for  

Africa as a continent 

on the rise to unify 

efforts,  identify and 

implement innovative 

ways to de-risk    

African domestic and 

regional                 

infrastructure projects  

http://www.nepad.org/knowledge-portal
http://www.nepad.org/knowledge-portal
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Attaining                    

Africa's Agenda 

2063 aspirations to a 

large extent depends 

on the transformation 

of rural areas,        

supported by             

capacitated young  

entrepreneurs along 

the food chain - The 

NEPAD CEO 

NEPAD Agencyõs CEO, Dr Ibrahim Assane Mayaki with FAO Director-General Dr José Graziano da Silva  

 

F 
AO and NEPAD team up to boost 
rural youth employment in Benin, 
Cameroon, Malawi and Niger 

Rome - FAO and the NEPAD Agency have joined forces to increase 
job and business opportunities for young people in rural areas of  
Benin, Cameroon, Malawi and Niger through a $4 million grant made 
available by the Africa Solidarity Trust Fund. 
 
The agreement signed by FAO Director-General Dr Jos® Graziano da 
Silva and NEPAD Agency Chief Executive Officer, Dr Ibrahim Assane 
Mayaki, will help the four countries involved draw up and implement 
policies that seek to boost the development of enterprises in rural 
areas, including through the transfer of knowledge and skills. 

"This joint effort seeks to promote decent rural youth employment and 
entrepreneurship in agriculture and agribusiness, and it represents 
another important example of an Africa-led cooperation initiative that 
seeks to safeguard food security and livelihoods on the continent," 
Graziano da Silva said. 

"Attaining Africa's Agenda 2063 aspirations to a large extent depends 
on the transformation of rural areas supported by capacitated young 
entrepreneurs along the food chain," Mayaki said. 
 
Project funds will be used over a three year period, and will serve to 
ensure that young people, in particular women, gain greater access 
to the rural economy. This includes the creation of decent jobs, both 
in the farming and non-farming sectors through public-private       
investments. 

The project objectives are in line with the 2014 Malabo                 
Declaration through which African Union leaders pledged to achieve 
a set of goals in the agriculture sector by 2025. One of these is to 
increase youth employment in Africa's rural areas by 30 percent,  
especially through the strengthening of agriculture value chains, while 
another was to prioritise and support livelihood and income           
generating opportunities for women and the rural youth. 
 

 
The project will ensure that Benin, Cameroon, Malawi and Niger 
have in place national action plans on youth employment and skills 
development in rural economic value chains. In addition each  
country will pilot a set of Youth Capacity Development Projects. 

Another wider objective is to improve policy dialogue among      
countries, regional organisations, development and resource        
partners to forge a coordinated approach to decent youth             
employment and entrepreneurship in Africa. 

The Africa Solidarity Trust Fund was launched in 2013 as a unique 
Africa-led initiative to improve agriculture and food security across 
the continent. It includes contributions from Equatorial Guinea ($30 
million), Angola ($10 million) and a symbolic contribution by civil  
society organizations in the Republic of the Congo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since its inception, the Fund has already provided financing for 16 
projects in 38 countries including building resilience for conflict    
affected rural communities, reducing rural poverty through youth  
employment opportunities and building best practices to increase 
crop and livestock production. 
 

- by Peter Mayer, FAO Media Relations (Rome)�� 

 

The $4 million Africa Solidarity Trust Fund 
grant aims to help countries strengthen job 
creation 


